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Guatemalan Human Rights Commission Issues Urgent Alert
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, November 11, 1988
According to a report released in late October by the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission
(CDHG), political violence has increased since the attempted coup in May, and especially during
the months of August, September and October. Among the victims of this new wave of violence
are workers, labor union leaders, peasants, members of indigenous communities, members of
women's groups, widows, clergypersons, university and secondary students, and members of
political parties. In San Marcos, Chimaltenango and Solola departments, the army has bombed
areas populated by indigenous peasant families, forced residents into service in civil patrols, and
expanded the number of regular military in rural communities. The CDHG has stated that these
actions are in violation of the Geneva Conventions, and their additional protocols signed and
ratified by the Guatemalan government. The CDHG is headquartered in Mexico City. The report
is titled "Campana internacional contra el incremento de la represion." The bulk of the report
consists of what the Commission describes as accounts of major human rights abuses from August
through early October, and is organized by "areas of conflict," or department. Summarized below
are violations appearing in the report for El Peten, El Quiche, San Marcos, and Suchitepequez
departments. [Summaries of abuses recorded in other areas of Guatemala from the CDHG will
appear in later issues of the Update.] El Peten Aug. 8: Agricultural worker Carlos Guerra, shot
to death by unidentified men pertaining to a paramilitary group, Dolores municipality. Israel
Garcia Milian, 24, resident of Poptun, beaten to death by unidentified men at the entrance to his
home. Aug. 23: In violation of article 34 of the constitution, commander of military zone 23, Gen.
Molina Bedoya, forced more than 2,000 residents of the villages of El Chal and Flores into service
with the Self-Defense Civil Patrols (PAC, now known as Voluntary Civil Defense Committees, or
CVDC). On the same day, Gen. Molina Bedoya forced more than 3,000 people to join the CVDCs
from the villages of Yaltutu, Sabeneta, Santo Toribio and Cristo Rey, Dolores municipality. Aug.
28: Agricultural workers Tomas Pixal Gonzalez, 40, Wenceslao Ramirez, 27, and Gerardo Aroche
Carrera, 20, attacked by several men in olive drab uniforms armed with high-caliber weapons
at the home of Pixal Gonzalez, villate of Motan, Dolores municipality. Aug. 29: In the village of
Coipeten, Dolores municipality, the corpses of farmers Vitalino Navas Herrera, 20, and Timoteo
Navarijo Gomez, 46, found. The body of Navas Herrera had been decapitated, while Navarijo had
been shot to death. Aug. 29: Jesus Berganza Aguirre, 30, in the vicinity of Flores, was abducted by
eight unidentified heavily armed men. Sept. 15: The body of Ramiro Najera Hernandez, 42, found
in the Peten Itza lake. The victim had been tortured and strangled, and sustained massive head
wounds. Oct. 3: The bones of two unidentified persons were found in underbrush, San Francisco
municipality. The bodies of eight persons who had been abducted on Sept. 29 while traveling
from Santa Elena to Melchor de Mencos, discovered on the roadside in the same area. The eight
victims were Antonio Segura Donis, 29; Gregorio de la Rosa Diaz, 22; Melva Felix Sucunu, 32; Efrain
Interiano, Miguel Angel Galinda Morales, 30; Daniel Alarcon Coto, 52; Jose Alfredo Gonzalez and
Donaciano Cruz Pacheco, 40. All corpses bore signs of torture, and had been shot several times.
Oct. 5: Juan Carlos Chavez Nunez, 23, shot to death by three unidentified men at dawn in his home,
Dolores municipality. The bodies of four unidentified men, ranging in age from 30 to 35, were
discovered on the shoulder of a road close to Flores, El Peten department capital. The victims had
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been shot and their throats slashed. The bodies of two unidentified men found in different locations
in Poptun municipality. Both had been shot, and bore signs of torture. The bodies of two undentified
persons discovered in same location on the highway between San Benito and San Andres, Poptun
municipality. Oct. 6: Mario Rolando Monroy Garcia, 36-year-old farmer, shot to death by several
unidentified men carrying rifles, Melchor de Mencos municipality. El Quiche Members of the
Mutual Support Group (GAM), Juan Ajanel Ixcaj and Sebastiana Ramos, have received death threats
from Eduardo Higueros Valentin, commander of the Civil Patrols in Chichicastenango. Higueros
was cited by neighbors as saying, "GAM is the devil, and thus all are going to be disappeared."
Ajanel and Ramos have been occupied with exhuming the remains of relatives abducted in Pachoj,
Chichicastenango municipality. They announced the discovery of a clandestine cemetery on June
29, where the remains of Lucas Sen Cax, 45; Tomas Set Toal, 35; and Tomas Linda Ajquij, 64, were
exhumed. The three were abducted by army and civil patrol members on June 3, 1983. Later, they
were assassinated. In another common grave discovered in the area in May, the remains of five
former residents were discovered. The five were abducted by soldiers and civil patrol members
who surrounded their homes on May 4, 1984. Hours later they were assassinated and buried. After
a lengthy bureaucratic process, a suit against four men identified by relatives as participants in the
massacres resulted in their detention. However, after three days in prison they were released on
grounds of "lack of evidence." Aug. 15: Pedro Quino Morales, Juan Quino and Jose Lastor Calel,
members of the Sindicato de Trabajadores Independientes San Tomas Chichicastenango, were
abducted by two soldiers, and three civil patrol commanders. Witnesses identified the abductors.
Since then witnesses have filed several requests for an investigation with the Human Rights
Attorney General (Procuraduria de Derechos Humanos) and the congressional Human Rights
Commission. As of late October, no government office had yet responded to the requests. San
Marcos Sept. 8: The body of Mario Cox Esteban, 22, discovered in a ditch on the Santa Rita hacienda,
Malacatan department. The corpse displayed a rope around the neck, and evidence of severe
beating. A finger on the right hand had been amputated. Sept. 13: Americo Ignacio Chilel Chilel, 32,
shot to death by several heavily armed unidentified men, San Isidro, Malacatan. Sept. 24: The corpse
of an unidentified man discovered on the shoulder of a road, El Tumbador municipality. The victim
had been stabbed, and sustained massive head injuries. Sept. 26: The body of Marcelino Gabriel
Perez, 45, found on the property of the Platanillo farm, San Rafael Pie de la Cuesta, San Marcos.
The victim was beaten to death. Suchitepequez: Aug. 17: The body of Jose Luis Lopez, 14, was
discovered on the grounds of the Chitalon farm, Mazatenango department. Lopez was abducted by
unidentified men on Aug. 14 while he was walking to a local movie theater. Aug. 21: The bodies of
two unidentified persons discovered on the road between Patulul and Santa Barbara municipalities.
The corpses bore signs of torture. Aug. 24: The bodies of Cesar Amilcar Arroyo Donis, Luis Arturo,
Julio Rodolfo Arroyo Donis and Cecilio Barrientos Pineda discovered in different locations along
the highway known as the Pacific route. All corpses had slashed throats and bore signs of torture.
The four men were detained on Aug. 17 in the capital city by several men wearing National Police
uniforms. Aug. 28: The body of Herlindo Contreras, 39, discovered in Rio Bravo municipality. On
Aug. 25, Contreras was abducted by four armed unidentified persons, who stuffed him in a plastic
bag and hauled him away in a pickup truck. Sept. 3: The corpses of Diego Sinay Ujpan and Alberto
Ixguala Alvarado discovered in the village of Nahualate, Santa Barbara municipality. The two men
were abducted by unidentified persons a few days earlier. Sept. 5: The corpse of Ricardo Victor
Velasquez Gutierrrez, 28, discovered on a road close to the Palo Gordo sugarmill, Santa Barbara.
Velasquez and two of his assistants were disappeared a few days earlier. The victim had been
tortured and strangled. Oct. 6: The bodies of two unidentified men were discovered under a bridge
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spanning the Moca river, located at km. 131 of the Pacific route, Rio Bravo municipality. One of the
victims had been shot to death, while the other had sustained severe head wounds.

-- End --
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